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Government of India
Ministry of Women & Child Development

RoRARRKE 4
Jeevan Vihar Building.
New Delhi - 110001
(1" November, 2020

To

The Principal Secretaries/ Secretaries, Department of Social Welfare /Women & Child Development
of all States/UTs

Subject: Guidance note on operations of Anganwadi Services — regarding,

Sir/Madam,

Under-nutrition is one of the leading causes of morbidity and montality in children under the age of 3
years. Delivery of preventive services to mitigate the impact of the pandemic on the nutrition is well recognized.
Provision of essential services like Growth Monitoring Referral, and supplementary nutrition etc. to ensure the health
and well-being of the pregnant ladies, lactating mothers and children below 5 years is most important. In view of
Covidi9 pandemic globally, it is imperative to ensure, that the beneficiaries do not suffer and remain away
from Anganwadi scrvices.

2. Hence, Anganwadi Services may be resumed outside containment
ettect, complying health and safety protocols. Further, cleanliness. Hygienc and Sanitization may be ensured

zones - with  immediate

P iy . . PR N s . »
in and around the premises of Anganwadi Center, use of mask/face covers shall be mandatory for everyone

visiting the Centre, including AWW and AWH. Also, frequent hand washing, and strict social distancing as
per MoHFW guidelines must be followed at Anganwadi Centre.

3. Ministry of Women and Child Development has taken up the matier with Ministry of Home Affairs
regarding reopening of AWCs. Ministry of Home Affairs vide OM No. 40-6/2020/OM-1(A)/Part-2 dated

- 22nd October 2020 (copy enclosed) advised that AWCs may be opened outside the containment 7ones. by

adhering to the Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) related to health and security measures in consultation
with State/UTs, ‘

4. A guidance note for resuming Anganwadi Services is enclosed herewith. Based on the guidance note,
States / UT Governments need to develop their own SOP for reopening AWC when the State/Union
Territory Governments declare it safe for AWC to operate. All States/UTs are expected to comply with the
COVID-19 related directions issued by Ministry of Home Affairs and Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, Government of India, from time to time.

S. Therefore, it is requested that States’UTs may decide reopening of AWCs outside containment zones

while adhering to health and safety protocols as per the guidelines of MOHFW.

Yours sincerels.

{ e e :
¢ i I

Executive Director,
POSHAN Abhiyaan. MWD

Copy to:

PS to Minister,

PS 1o MoS,

Secretary MoHFW and Secretary MHA







